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THE BIG BUSINESS
OF BODY CAMS

Efforts to bring more transparency to law
enforcement have unleashed a new,
high-stakes market for police technology.

By Alex Pasternack
lllustrations by Glacoma Bagnara
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On a gray afternoon in February,
18-year-old Curtis Deal was shot to
death by & Baltimore detective. Po-
lice said Deal had darted away and,
aftera foolchase, turned and raised
a handgun toward the undercover
afficer, who responded with a vol-
ley of gunfire. Two months later,
on & Satufday night in the Dallas
suburb of Balch Springs, an officer
shot and killed 15-year-old Jordan
Edwards, p passenger in a car that
theo id was backing toward

him aggreksively
Normadlly, olficial accounts of
police fajlly shooting black teen-
agers resglargely on the words of
the officers involved, a fraught
propositign when public trust of
law enforgement is lower than its
bean In derades. But because these
two officérs were wearing body
cameras-+and both had remem-
bered to scivate them—they weren't
the only witnesses.

In the kase of Deal, the body-
cam videg backed up the officer’s
account. fut with Edwards, the
Iecarding:revealed something dif-
ferent: The car carrying him was
driving away when the policeman
opened fire. The officerwas charged
with murder.

These vital records of viclent
encounters have become more and
more common as police depart-
menis from Baltimore to Balch
Springs strap on body cameras, part
of an effort to bring new transpar-
ency to their interactions with the
public. Urged on by citizen activ-
ists eager for accountability—and
supported by initial funding from
the Obama administration—this



19 WeSrAROWODIEe (07 Ny it

& Jvaovued vaq o1 dujed ou e
seiaines Apog, hes ays Consieal
#q 0 aney 3, Yoranno Aunw
ey pe Butupen sanaq i) siuatn
15347 J9peoag a5d133 LUpROYS
swed Apoq 184) I5iFL| AYs Ing
H1om 237j0d uo aanadessd e
-npea e apjged s sl jpm saame
sdes ‘Jaggy ajod pashia)-uLajal
sAp g O tsefpEy TeRWE
uoTy J6 I00j[oE panese Buof € jo
PEE $a05sE I Yitm Bujpsatm
1S are vofun3o1j0d 1Y pUT—TAIL,
PUTUOTY LNOGO1 JWOK—SEIS
wspe P fupenmy ‘uapd
oy are—rexa) u] Spitmp3 uepIo]
30 Bupooifs s pamide 1mp auo
) 31| —sEuIRI0333 [ERIAI0D
Aureus yng g atp ) SuoEw Buy
-FE3 SIN0Y B¥ UI1pa RrUep Sqay
+noj 3 0 Bupooys 8 STun)
Ju capja papeejdn sagjed ‘apupg
£1 £d03 J0 1 AIYM "BIckuned
ug qnd Y1 Yiis SOFpEs Aleys

pmats 3|0d vaym 7 suonsanb
peajoraun 1583l M Jo au
uawikoydep pur wandopsap
sABopouti3n aup ey indu) o aary
Aatp pgnoys ‘susmp 4q 03 pied
Ajreniuas pus Ja regaq uo patjub
e Suiaq are SERIED ) TALTN0G
ua witg {u) poe s Fuppom &g
padojaaap uaaq e Aaages e
Jouondaduoae aary A Ing, me]
10 100425 NAN e 133jatd Bupijod
3 o aou3anp By puno) URHpR1d
Aueyg shes s u._ﬁ:_ apo
» Asaa spep 8
u_ F5aUISNg FsoUYM B_cnmEB ae
#sayt, ‘Suqgnon puy saexape
YR AR e g € 'uauniedap
aojjod satiied 0] o yonsmb IS
sara) o Adduy 5§ ‘oo ‘vary 'aka 31
qnd 3t o 1no Apie] aocyd waym
aneTy—prEmI]E 03pta AU JzljEue

Ao} MOy pu 032 PINOYS L1340

AU o Pu P M Burpnpal

—pakoydap 3q pjnoys sesaused

4Apoq moty Jo SuGSTTISIp 98) o

LJUIE ey 138 ou o S ue
wadeareaam, wies ay wyjp do

uMmouy, B AJIIUIM OF HqE AIm T

WD €] GEIAIY) ST SR g

g KB0IouLIE P 13A0 UI0U0Y

possasdxa wuauruedag sapsnl 3

o} uodas #i0t ¥ [1v dupesqua

o5je e i, Buipnpo) Saquedwo

eaaues 30} uepudoddl g

Ll

e g e e

Aysazaqun STpUqIued 1B SIauEas
4G PIRNPUII FIOT A Sun A1)
sa{pRIs 521 3y ‘pearsu Kyrineg
wapyod~uo up Suryses so—wna Buy
+|IE2 30) $3|2{YA ST SRIBWICI £y
Fuequopisaed proar o) |njaves usag
FET] LIS TRIE0] SUOXY UO 5[5 04M
10rap07) J013pUNCHD PUT KNEIAL)
t=u> UG € ‘ADUE] IpEY wAeT
gy 204 Apguesy “anjad,
J:uEB._scu ME| Y1t 0K 1UIA)
21p £ 821 2uand 1 o3 1) pacpu?

puads PRoO SEIALES QOT Yikm IUAT
-nedip v) sweifond ermue-4poq
sy asned o) sapauade awos p3|
seuy Jey HopEz|jE e—daAjsuadxa
123 530p ‘13A2m0Y ‘03D}A JO SULEL
-unocw Bugdeucw pue fopde)

sugi-jea) pue _Fupgod aaogpad,

ap) o SumyBy sunpamy ke
-sod suvn pue ‘uoisia SY1 Isjoq
dyoydnures [y ueyinogay el
&14s 331473 soapia Bupoepal pue
“Bupqiosuen Bur¥le; Suppues jo
ssaoand snopoqe A Sewane A
~MUIAD |14 1t SO Yaim
1) Bojppaquid sy pue 'sjrueLy
asoy) SBURL UED HWEMPOS SUORY
sdes yws (Tiskjeur pue 332016
UD tiucw € 000’515 ST YIMU 5T

-acad grea sInoy JoYo

150y pur s34) (¢ 1) saejjopjo o]
i fywsaniedsp aaes uea sanfie

jsupele su|eydinod vy wonanpad
%6 &0y oFem we-Apog S e

*Ajpreanag ospjod
—uo uj Bupgses Jo
—3no Bujjjed 0
SIIREIA SE SEIHUED
$|y Bujuopisod
P{OAE 03 Rjoaed
usaq sty yypus
NMY 03) uoxy

Apoexa |usey sund ums Jasel iie
uopeesee 5 iundwos ayL
Sﬁuﬂugnﬁ_

Eﬂ_ ulb__:ﬁ_ ua. 4 ..Hm_abu,u
oean Buogivas v upapo ety
FwnpPs Aemeansl-erawes sy jom
ST PUE PINTITIUND 3 PIYALY
Appieq ‘suodesm sAuedon gy
2340 s} nsme] meap-jnjRucim
10 yuom sapedap yjo Supoay
ual) pauapeey-3nleq Yws
“EMIRLIHN| J0] UOXY RIS RAMA
“enum 5| 10 Juippq pavadoar
TjUa0q] Ul IR axjod Matt ¢ 3y
g PRUIspasam sapaid a3
HRTI0G 0] FRIUID 3 PR put
=spaap Ljneg Sugppad Jo masia
Supsnaoe Aq papundsas vary aan
+N0IXD JASEY 1AL ¥ AQ pIpUnD)
Aueditiey e 'nady Yipm Bp0M 31
ULFFIP RIALELIEf{Op-UONIE Rt

£Anomas s o jjey vy atow
0 $212WE 53¢ uoxy Aepol
in Bupreal vedaq
siRunredap axjod pue ‘serawe
Apt 0108 tn cres® ) veypRee S
vuvoun auraedag uuz-___ Y
17PICT U Xy
#n .ula!u Peq _H_.En.: Euﬁ
1o duei-smeap ayosd-ydyy jo
198 ¢ uoten uped o sonpoid
[ 10] SIS [euonTL € 400N )| ING
*600T t) g woned ddexors
“CIPLA IBIFERSIPINY 53] PUR 3P
1HY 0§ pApune] 3 FeIae dpoq
018 1340t AUY? UR FRM JISTL

“Bupyjed jo miny agruo
Bdwy 1) 550p 03 "amosll sTuSng
FITJaULIR MU s S8 U FAPLNC)
2y Aurdwoo syt 10y afuer st
ay pasaatnBua ogm YIWS PN
033 sdes ‘eraures Apaqou pueund
M 132016 4 b0 Jaang0 axed &
Ppuas pinoys nok dym gosear dut
BT LD I, “HOWIP DOO'L UL
aoul paserpund el s quaw
-uedaq a3jjeq sopBuy sy Iy 52
Y2NS $3pOIFe 13)m FORNUD MR
Ol SYUEL) T3 U UOHHIW 95 3y
01 %5k Buydes) Juawdas Supmord
S 451 i FIOIALIS WISLETEI B}
AL 1) ojjit geTS BY PN
Aurdwen a) ‘510t U] TRM ST 03P
a3jod atespwep a1 vofiique ue
syeudys pady u) pounoute Sdumy
swey ny rund ums Dpjed spros
1 Jo e wwowe saonpod s wey
pro-spesap-omi af) yinoyy
IIRL FEUMOALY
tem AUaaal (pudn *put=sanp

P MUl PUB o) MoK (R0q TiE) 35348 $4ANUN0O 3t Jo 1sow pue
W] SRENUEOPIOISSNOI MOY UG UOWII[EY Y B1GMm SEIANED 3ty
nuauniedap Bujyreos pue nquo SayRL LM ‘BOTY e vonjrod
anpod a2 fepueny Bupeany 3maq e U spAuedsm ou puy -lieg
Buipnpur RNT aniadise z.; -apys 335} 0T02 &9 SIOp Loy B
JoAURdIIOO 3t PATIIIRFARY FjEAL  LELT) 23U (LM 3 PRI EWILIS
pue “3a|ssu332 51 pyyd suoxy FUIOS JEYN JIAITL B JO dIEYS 40)
ywowsadsaxgje  Buypisod |[e uozewsy pue Yosoony
12d 625 re paw se und ued #8e  Bujpnpuy sSquedwoy 1) pur s
10N puE AEMOS GUCTIIUIpI  -1ddns wawdmba AeRs) sdnues
J0p uORdRISYNS B I6EES SITa kaa M ysTu ppode pRzAmEISIeyy
AURN ISTMSU SuaXY SUond|tsns ‘aakt] AprasTE %UT Sesaure dpog
aaqie1ang 220w uasa oy AemaieS e quaswapdwn m Bujunrd aie suawr
sj asempiey 3yl mzadde y weyy  -uedap aonod $AINGD 33 30 456
12351q 51 seIpured jo ssauing ay|  WIRNOeS PURRPWICH Jowawedag
“SOIpLA aIEys pue azdjene o spooy i oy Butpeany Arersyy Bupiod vy
pue adesons pnogs s Suope sap  sapeaBdn (eardopounan 1saney ag
-uabe WWALANOME-ME| Jtfewm §9 JoFuD SIUTRIAL 03pIA 10 dEIquia
SUIYIBK pue pupy

HOT byt woaAvedwanised 09

SO0 LY SaOE)
BuGcoa) put S129g0 Dutie 20) 5100)
PITEC TV UL Bucte ‘Aapaa iy J0)
SPIDUEIS [LIdDE] TIBaUL 1243 6808
PISEN LONCLLYSGNT 43450 SHuethue y10g

Wiy paysnd sey—/ep 2d A0 53d
$a3Aqesl G| S8 (L SE—DA BrPusd
~APOG (0 1LY € ING SIN0E 07 Pue
$3A130 [ty JO 3R L0 §3uStnnd b
) S0 Are oAl iR edap aoged i emn

PRR] BT TIOUT DM DU UM 20T
112)8 PUT i1 83 U) A jund JO pUnos
1 BIEOIT Q1 AL © PUnGae SX05UR
PN ' LES W0 WATSAS RII0ATI0yS B4y)
"SI9e2 DUy AnOUd AJFIOHIP BABUIYO
OUM TRUEOSD LLA 01 SRIOUKLBWS
0 LS} RIEE LOHIES0] PARS SRy Ut
U asegrIen @ Cuwdnnt 51 SO4Piden SEBLLIXURNRE)

UOEI0) N3RS

€ PUNGat 30 JUBAR 0w B BN SRICK

-AY J0} TIUNOIE LIS 3200 ST 10T

ua.a.s S.aio._..ﬂgc_.nau-s
1ans |

5- S..:Qm HB__ BATTRZ0 N 9_.3
£3201)40 Y00 01 pUE Blranod Jalpand
#0) Y10q PITA 3 U LOwM Tiep adgad

W $puan paay 0 Sunsodpe ubitap

HEYIUNH PUT [ogpasg Sauedum) uul.’._.ﬂ_.-.n

“IEMILOS P I Ll
OSHE Baey —LI M PUr Ay re3did ‘AN
N BUPUP—SERLIELS (O TUAZDG L)
“IPE) DEPYA RIS Ty L0 S1 DaUNE|
AQUDIRI UL 5| O U] RABIA 133012 5D
pagnboe eedans jusucknbe-apod e
‘PARY|IEES ‘(SOIDE UPINNG Yiw) Sitred
Apog ) BuyISaAu) mou 3 HAREND 207
SOIE) Ut SHYIEL-B|em 23900 Euprews
U230 S0 LI “SUO[INOS FHOI0I0N

O yEIOCISIrRR] O) LY i) By
A2 L syce sl pue SHe SUonEIETiA
PUEISUN-C)-ALEd 10 1pds yey) Suesd
+0c1 BupIF-SunIEW UONOAT B el
wriy 0) SIUALULIADE SMOFE BIRID0S Bty
-5 BUSILAS LS IESP DU HUOI3)
B GYepIMaU0T PIT SYEPON o) SLR
M [OF PISTY- PO S EFRIEN WREad
DIARTD JO13290 VI 1ULIO] PUE A1 1smnne
HOIUTY "S0Z90 J)9¢ ST SRTTIAN UUM

7{00) U 5,303 H ‘SEIIEN OP 23]
hu!!an_._u..-ﬁn: ﬂ_n!_EB vw_.RE .Eo“aLun

54030804

wan



